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* The purpose of this document is for international maritime professionals: 
first, to have access to information on the work of high-level regulatory bodies in a user-friendly 
language; 
second, to see how important the role that they have been playing is as a part of human 
element in 80 per cent of the world trades; and 
third, to utilise information provided in pursuing the safety, security and environmental 
protection at sea. 
The contents of this document have been selected by the interests and relevance of maritime 
professionals. Therefore, it should be noted that not all outcomes of the IMO meeting are 
addressed.  
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SDC 9  

Decisions to note 
IP Code entered the 2nd phase, what to be addressed? 

The 1st development phase of the new SOLAS Chapter XV and the IP Code ended in 
2022 and will be entering into force on the 1st July 2024. They were developed to ensure 
the safe transport of offshore facilities’ personnel, known as Industrial Personnel (IP) (see 
the ITF report SDC 8).  
Recognising the growing number of offshore facilities under green energy transition 
across the globe and beyond the maritime sector, the industry must apply the highest level 
of safety regulations, for both seafarers onboard a vessel carrying IPs as well as IPs 
themselves. 
The remaining issues in the 2nd phase are: 

- Certificate requirements for special purpose ships (SPS) carrying IPs; 
- Safety provisions for High-Speed Craft (HSC) carrying IPs, in particular sleeping 

berth when carrying more than 60 people; 
- Fire protection provisions; and 
- Construction materials for IP ships. 

 
Safety first! Alternative design and arrangements 

Alternative design and arrangements refer to the ship design and construction 
methodologies that do not accord with the conventional SOLAS requirements due to 
technological advancement, mainly - electrical and machinery installation, but the intention 
is to improve efficiency of ship space and operation. It is increasingly critical to set the 
same level of safety standards for approval and operation of such ships including 
provisions for life-saving appliances (Regulation SOLAS II-1/55 and III/38). 
The Sub-committee has been outlining goals and functional requirements for revision to 
relevant Guidelines (MSC.1/Circ.1212/Rev.1), which provide detailed instructions to 
comply with safety regulations, aiming to be finalised for drafting by 2024. 
One of the main issues is that most ship operations involve the handling of electrical 
installations. Therefore, it must be understood that the prerequisite for handling is that 
there should be a  sufficient number of competent personnel in such spaces onboard who 
can operate such installations as well as to override these manually in an emergency. 
 
Future regulations: Reduction of Underwater Radiated Noise (URN) 

It is well-known that the protection of marine ecosystems is not only for the under the sea 
community but also for those who reside on the coast. The detrimental effect of 
underwater noises from ships has been recognised, thus relevant non-mandatory IMO 
guidelines have been adopted in 2014, providing technological guidance for raising 
awareness of what URN is and how to mitigate. 

https://www.itfglobal.org/en/reports-publications/itf-report-sdc
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Considering the increase in seaborne trades it is critical to take action without any delay. 
The industry saw the need for updating the Guidelines with further naval architectural 
advancement in reducing URN at design and construction stage as well as for the URN 
Management Planning on board. The URN Management Planning entails expected roles 
of Master and crew. It will continue until 2024. 
Any operations conducted on board requires seafarers’ attention as it is either physical 
labour or theoretical analysis. Therefore, it is essential for seafarers to get a clear 
instruction and a channel to raise issues on job. As URN Management Planning on board 
may result in additional burdens for seafarer to effectively implement the guidelines. 
 
No more asbestos on MODU from 1st July 2024 

The use of asbestos has been banned for decades in other industries and yet, there are 
still cases being reported of its usage in the shipping industry.  
In 2002, the Maritime Safety Committee adopted Guidelines for seafarers and others 
closely involved in the operation of ships on how to deal with asbestos on board ships in 
service. Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) was not part of the scope. 
Similar provisions were approved at this session for seafarers on MODU to monitor and 
for the Company to take immediate action to verify removal by a certificate or non-usage 
of installations containing asbestos from the 1st July 2024.  
However, there are still remaining questions, in particular asbestos in spare parts in 
MODUs. 
There is no hard law to make sure that shipping is 100 per cent asbestos free. 
What about the substance that is never found? What happens if it is found? What 
seafarers need is to ensure that the working/living environments should guarantee safety. 
Companies and ship owners must have these in mind. 
 
SRtP after a fire or flooding casualty, more to go 

In case of an accident or incident, quick and secure ship’s safe return to port (SRtP) is 
vital. 
On the 1st July 2010, requirements relevant to the SRtP for passenger ships entered into 
force. As there were further needs for supporting safe engineering design after a fire or 
flooding, associated detailed interim explanatory notes were produced in 2012 
(MSC.1/Circ.1369). 
Ever since, experiences gained to date have indicated updates are necessary. In addition, 
the current non-mandatory provisions should be given a clearer and stronger legal status.  
In relation to seafarers’ operational instructions, a single voyage exceeding SRtP range 
and drills for crew and training are going to be looked at. 
 
Emergency towing, from only tankers to other ships 

In an emergency, the utmost critical factor for a ship is not to lose its main power until its 
rescue. It becomes a complete disaster once a ship loses its main power, as during normal 
mechanical towing operations which connect the ship to a towing ship, the towing cannot 
be conducted when power is lost? The existing emergency towing requirements apply to 
only tankers of 20,000dwt or above to be deployed with power and rescued safely. 
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Consequently, for ships other than tankers, the same level of requirements are urgent. 
If the Maritime Safety Committee 107th session in June 2023 approves the inclusion of 
regulatory requirements to other ships of 20,000gt or above (a possible new section 2 to 
SOLAS Regulation II-1/3-4), all ships built after 2028 must comply with the relevant new 
design and construction requirements. 
In the meantime, associated guidelines for other ships will also be developed by 2025. 
Those guidelines may contain similar provisions to tankers but enshrine significant 
differences in design and construction from tankers. 
 
Principle of Human Centred Design, the next step for the SDC? 

Throughout the novel covid-19 virus pandemic, the world has seen the important role of 
human element in maritime.  
In response to protect and support maritime human element, the IMO has adopted 
“Address the human element” as its 6th strategic direction in 2021, which sets the IMO’s 
six-year directions (Resolution A.1149(32)).  
In order to effectively execute this decision, each sub-committee is to provide their views 
on how to address the human element within their remits. 
This session was the first meeting since the decision. No concrete decision was made at 
this meeting, but it was proposed to concentrate on the human centred design approach 
in the pipeline as design and construction is the very initial step to address and support 
the role of human element from shore to the sea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact for further information to Seafarers@itf.org.uk
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