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* The purpose of this document is for international maritime professionals: 
first, to have access to information on the work of high-level regulatory bodies in a user-friendly 
language; 
second, to see how important the role that they have been playing is as a part of human 
element in 80 per cent of the world trades; and 
third, to utilise information provided in pursuing the safety, security and environmental 
protection at sea. 
The contents of this document have been selected by the interests and relevance of maritime 
professionals. Therefore, it should be noted that not all outcomes of the IMO meeting are 
addressed.  
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MEPC 79  

Decisions to note 
Ongoing military conflict between the Russian Federation and 
Ukraine and its effects on international shipping, the marine 
environment, and seafarers  

It was reiterated that Russian Federation had been detained and restricted for several 
IMO activities, including hosting and being assisted by the IMO Technical Cooperation 
Programme (ITCP) under further decision. 
In terms of assisting seafarers stranded in the area, endeavours to facilitate the safety of 
maritime activities, such as the Black Sea Grain Initiative and the blue safe maritime 
corridor were reiterated and organisations involved in were commended (see ITF report 
MSC 106). 
 
IMO heard just transition for seafarers: the reduction of GHG 
emissions from ships 

Is 40% CO2 reduction per transport work by 2030 ambitious? 
Is the industry ready? The question points out challenges that the maritime industry has 
to overcome in energy transition, such as availability of fuels/energy sources, port 
infrastructure, retrofitting advanced propulsion and manoeuvring technology, provision of 
competent workforce, training capacity for ship and shore personnel. 
Since 2018, MEPC has been developing its overarching technical and operational strategy 
for 2023 onwards. This session was an inevitable steppingstone for the MEPC 80 in July 
2023 to reach to significant decisions on: 

- Reduction target (current reduction target); 
- Alternative energy sources and life cycle assessment of all fuels and 
technologies; 
- Data collection; 
- Accurate projection of impacts on vulnerable countries; 
- Carbon pricing schemes; and 
- Education and training measures. 

In terms of supporting workforce, the inclusion of just transition was widely endorsed, the 
importance of ensuring safety of maritime workers and necessary upskilling and reskilling 
programmes was agreed to be considered in parallel. 
 
Bunker Delivery Note (BDN) to include flashpoint 

Common perception of SOLAS as safety instrument and MARPOL as environmental 
protection one, sometimes such division creates a grey area. When it comes to fuels, 
different terms are used in SOLAS -fuel oil- and MARPOL -Oil fuel, which means covering 

https://www.itfglobal.org/en/reports-publications/itf-report-msc
https://www.itfglobal.org/en/reports-publications/itf-report-msc
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Cutting-GHG-emissions.aspx#:%7E:text=The%20Initial%20GHG%20Strategy%20envisages,by%202050%2C%20compared%20to%202008.
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all fuels. Due to such differences, seemingly same requirement needs to be approved by 
two different bodies. 
By MSC 106 it was adopted that from the 1st January 2026, all ships should be provided 
with a flashpoint of the oil fuel supplied (amendments to SOLAS Ch.II-2/4) (see ITF report 
MSC 106). 
By MEPC 79, it was adopted that BDN to provide flashpoint by a supplier (amendments 
to appendix V of MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 18.5). From 1st May 2024, this will enter 
into force. Any fuels with flashpoint at or above 70ºC must be stated in the BDN. 
The 10 ºC differences (SOLAS 60 ºC and MARPOL 70 ºC) is to reflect temperature 
threshold which the oil fuel should comply outside a laboratory environment. 
 
The Mediterranean Sea, efforts to enhance environmental protection 

From 1st May 2024, the whole Mediterranean Sea becomes Emission Control Area for 
Sulphur Oxides (ECAs). A ship entering the area must comply with the strict fuel sulphur 
contents.  
On the other note, EU countries have been endeavouring to designate the North-Western 
Mediterranean Sea as Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA), which regulates shipping 
activities to protect marine ecosystems in the area. The proposition, aiming the entry into 
force in either 2024 or 2025, was welcomed, but developing pragmatic measures to 
effectively enforce this designation was also recognised. Raising awareness amongst 
seafarers on the progress and their roles in preserving marine ecosystems (marine 
mammals) is one of them. 
It should be noted that ECAs and PSSA are two different environmental protection 
instruments, thus implementation processes are different. 
 
Ballast Water Management Systems, more to be discussed 

Since its entry into force in September 2017, the International Convention for the Control 
and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 (BWM Convention) is 
under experience building phase to finetune the effectiveness of all requirements which 
accommodate 81 different BWM systems across the globe (including three systems 
approved by MEPC 79).  
The emanating issues from this session which MEPC 80 will consider are: 

- application of the BWM Convention to ships operating at ports with challenging 
water quality; 
- form of Ballast Water Record Book and application to an electronic record book; 
and 
- application of the BWM Convention to specific ship types. 
 

Implementation reminder: heavy fuel oil ban in Arctic waters 

From 1st July 2024, the ban of the use and carriage of heavy fuel oil (HFO) onboard a ship 
in Arctic waters will enter into force with a grace period of five years – 1st July 2029. 
 

Contact for further information to Seafarers@itf.org.uk

https://www.itfglobal.org/en/reports-publications/itf-report-msc
https://www.itfglobal.org/en/reports-publications/itf-report-msc
mailto:Seafarers@itf.org.uk
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