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Summaries of previously circulated labour news 

 

1.  Successful UPS network Meeting held in Washington DC, 12-13th March 2014 
Trade Union representatives from twelve countries active in UPS came together, along with the ITF 
and UNI Global Union to discuss issues of mutual interest. The global network meeting was hosted 
by the International Brotherhood of Teamsters at their Headquarters in Washington, DC. 

 

Source: http://teamster.org/news/2014/03/teamsters-host-ups-workers-union-network-meeting 

2. DHL signs Collective Bargaining Agreement with TUMTIS in Turkey 
The union struggle at DHL that started two years ago has finished with significant success, both for 

the workers and the union movement. Negotiations that began on 06 November 2013 between 

http://teamster.org/news/2014/03/teamsters-host-ups-workers-union-network-meeting


 

 

TÜMTİS and DHL resulted on 22 April 2014 with a Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA). This is 

the first CBA signed with DHL.  

The agreement is nationwide and will cover over 2,200 members. The contract will provide a raft of 

benefits, including significant pay rises.  

See: http://www.itfglobal.org/news-online/index.cfm/newsdetail/10396 

3. CGT and DHL at odds in management decision to transfer operations and 
personnel to DHL Solutions 
Members of the CGT at the DHL Supply Chain Solutions facility in Mitry-Mory, France went on strike 

on 29th April over a management decision to transfer operations and personnel to DHL Solutions. 

Jobs and working conditions are reported to be threatened, which may impact on personal and family 

life. 

The CGT reports that some workers will find themselves working at some distance from their homes 

and families.  The DHL management is reported to have only agreed to requests to work nearer to 

home if the individual took a pay cut. Dissenters are alleged to have been threatened with dismissal. 

Source: CGT communiqué 

4. DHL Bahrain union in negotiations with local management over improved 
CBA. 
New Bahraini laws have given the DHL Union in Bahrain the opportunity to highlight instances of any 

company discrimination between Bahraini and non-Bahraini employees working in DHL Bahrain. The 

union would like everyone to receive the social allowances and housing allowances to be universal.  

The meeting was held at the Ministry in the Settlement of Collective Disputes department. As a result, 

the Ministry has asked for a full analysis of the employee structure of DHL Bahrain. At the time of 

writing, the complaint is still ongoing. 

5.  DHL expands in Africa 
Charles Brewer, managing director for DHL Express Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), pointed to a 
research report forecasting that Africa is to become the fastest region globally 2013-2017, with a 
projected growth rate of 3.2 percent expected for international freight volumes.  

 

Mr. Brewer mentioned that small and medium enterprises in fast-developing Ethiopia, Ghana and 
Nigeria acted as the engines for some of this growth, with e-commerce having a beneficial effect as 
well. He noted that DHL has various investments in SSA, which include the opening of a number of 
new facilities, together with planned expansion in several countries - Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Ghana and Angola. He also noted that DHL Express SSA would also be expanding its 
dedicated air fleet by adding new planes to the West Africa region, including a Boeing 737.   

 

Source: http://www.aircargoworld.com/Air-Cargo-World-News/2014/03/dhl-expands-africa-new-

planes-facilities/6366  

http://www.itfglobal.org/news-online/index.cfm/newsdetail/10396
http://www.aircargoworld.com/Air-Cargo-World-News/2014/03/dhl-expands-africa-new-planes-facilities/6366
http://www.aircargoworld.com/Air-Cargo-World-News/2014/03/dhl-expands-africa-new-planes-facilities/6366


 

 

6.  UPS Germany - Ver.di increases the pressure on UPS to  
A warning strike was undertaken by some 60 verdi members of UPS in the Stuttgart area, 
demanding a 5.5% increase across the board for UPS workers in Germany.  Their action is reported 
to have resulted in delivery delays of 60,000 parcels. 

 

7. TNT Express to expand Liege Hub 
TNT Express has announced plans to invest "tens of millions of euros" in the expansion of its 
European air hub in Liege, Belgium, as part of the company’s strategy to increase operational 
performance and customer satisfaction. Work will begin in 2014 and end in 2016.  

The investment, which is subject to consultation with works councils, will increase the hub's sorting 
capacity by 50 percent and improve health and safety for the 1,500 employees. 

Source: http://www.tnt.com/corporate/en/data/press/2014/03/tnt-express-to-invest-in-operations-and-
safety-at-liege-euro-hub.html 

 

8. DPD Geopost at work in Bulgaria 
Speedy, a Bulgarian courier firm, has informed investors of its plans to acquire 100% of DPD 
Romania and 100% of Geopost Bulgaria. The firm is buying the stakes from La Poste´s GeoPost 
Group and the Turkish firm Yurtichi Cargo Servizi AS for €15.3m, with valuations based on eight 
times the pre–tax earnings. 

Meanwhile, GeoPost has itself acquired a minority stake in Speedy, initially up to 25% of capital. The 
French firm has been a strategic investor since 2002, and has the option to increase its shareholding 
to a significant majority position. 

Source: Transport Intelligence, 25th March 2014 
 

Summaries of previously circulated labour news 
 

 May Day celebrations in India 
https://www.itfglobal.org/dhlblog/?p=1563 

 
 Global campaign helps Turkish workers to victory 

http://bit.ly/ROJjbx 

 
 DHL Bahrain Union holds an organizing seminar for Bahraini trade unions 

http://www.itfglobal.org/dhlblog/?p=1531 

 

 DHL Employees take to the streets in Delhi, India 
https://www.itfglobal.org/dhlblog/?p=1511  

 

The Global Delivery Newsletter is published online and emailed to those on its distribution list every 
4-6 weeks. It contains news, information and notices that are of direct interest or relevance to the 
Global Delivery network. The Newsletter is compiled by Marshall Abrahams of Supply Chain and 
Logistics Organising Projects Team in the ITF. If you have any suggestions for items that could be 
included in future issues or would like to be added to or deleted from the mailing list, please contact 
abrahams_marshall@itf.org.uk  
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