
 
 
 

Breaking news 8 – 17:00, 13 October 2014 
 
 
India  
On 9 October, an action day was held in Mumbai 
under the banner ‘Save Railway-Save Nation’. 
The day was attended by senior officials from the 
Northern Railway Mazdoor Union (NRMU) and 
the All India Railwaymen's Federation (AIRF), as 
well as by ITF General Secretary, Stephen Cotton. 
Activists more than filled the capacity of the hall 
and heard how the railway contributes to the 
welfare and development of the nation, how it 
should continue to remain in the hands of the 
government, how programmes undertaken by 
the ITF and its affiliates are addressing challenges 
faced by transport workers and of the   

importance of solidarity between different groups of workers. Also on 9 October, the Southern Railway 
Mazdoor Union (SRMU), an affiliate of the All India Railwaymen's Federation (AIRF), organised a protest 
at Madras Central railway station, and a workshop was held at Perambur, attended by senior union 
officials and hundreds of workers, where the congregation discussed concerns around Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) policy and Public Private Partnerships (PPP). Earlier in the week, on 8 October, senior 
SRMU and AIRF officials brought together the taxi workers of central railway stations against the entry of 
Uber, the multinational taxi app company. (Email report by Geswarlal Lal) See photos here 
 

India  
The Indian National Transport Workers Federation (INTWF) organized a Dharna (sit-in) demonstration 
and group discussion on HIV/AIDS on 9 October. On 10 October, they handed over a memorandum of 
demands relating to problems faced by road transport workers to government ministers.  
(Email report by Kripa Shankar Verma) 
 

India 
The Tamilnadu Auto, Taxi and Private Sector 
Transport Workers’ Federation continued 
their activities for the ITF Action Week on 9 
October by highlighting the problems faced by 
truck drivers and operators. More than 800 
truck drivers and operators participated in a 
demonstration held at Container Corporation 
Ltd (CONCOR) in Tondiyarpet in Chennai in 
order to mark the ITF Container Safety Action 
Day. Representatives from the union 
addressed the demonstration and spoke in 

 

detail about the ITF and the importance of the ITF Action Week, as well as the issues faced by the truck 
drivers and operations. (Email report by M. Sumbramonia pillai) See photos here 
  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648722859992/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648325448898/


Turkey  
On 10 October, Tüm Taşıma İşçileri 
Sendikası (TÜMTİS) organised several 
activities and made a statement to the 
press in several regions in Turkey. Members 
from warehouses, cargo, logistics and 
supply chain departments participated in 
demonstrations with the demands to 
increase wages and pensions, decent work,   

equal wages for equal work and occupational health and safety. Statements put emphasis on corporate 
manslaughter and the prevention of exercising trade union rights in Turkey. In Bursa, workers from 
Mepar Nakliyat organised a picket in front of the company’s building with the demand to reinstate 
dismissed workers, with a joint statement from the warehouse and cargo workers. In Ankara, workers 
emphasised instances of corporate manslaughter which are increasing without precautions or 
surveillance by government. In Izmir, workers underlined the importance of organising and international 
solidarity and demanded decent work and living conditions. In Istanbul, workers held a demonstration to 
draw attention to bad working conditions, unemployment, precarious work and free labour in the 
industry. All demonstrations raised hopes for peace with the importance of organised workers and the 
brotherhood of people against war policies. Workers protested against the massacre by ISIS in Syria, Iraq, 
Kobanê and demanded help for the besieged forces struggling to hold onto Kobanê.  
(Email report by Göknur Marş) See photos here 
 
 
Barbados  
Throughout the week, the Barbados 
Workers' Union (BWU) Road Transport 
Committee visited bus terminals and 
depots in Barbados, promoting the 
Fatigue Kills Campaign which will take 
place over the course of the next year. 
The week began with a union press 
conference on 7 October (World Day 
for Decent Work), to launch the 
activities. Also in the press conference 
was a representative of the Barbados 
Port Inc, who was able to respond to 
the union’s concerns regarding 
container safety, as contained in the 
ITF leaflet, “What’s in the Box?” In 
addition to the site visits, the  

 

Committee laid a wreath on a former colleague's grave, who had died as a result of falling asleep while 
driving. A hike also formed part of the activities. Members also launched a Health Challenge for 
Transport Workers aimed at improving their physical, and mental health.  Participants will be required 
over the next six months to take part in educational workshops, physical activities and visits to the 
Industrial Nurse.  At the end of the Challenge, there will be prizes for the winner. 
(Email report by Wilma Clement) See photos here 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648674803906/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648321654260/


Colombia 
Sindicato Nacional de Rama y Servicios del Transporte de Colombia (SNTT) organised activity for the ITF 
Action Week throughout the country. For example, in Cartagena, the union carried out an organising 
campaign and raised awareness of HIV/AIDS with truck drivers at the entrance to the port and with 
employees in the port offices. In Bogota, the union distributed leaflets and talked with workers at 
stations of the Transmilenio Mass Transit System in order to raise awareness of the union. In 
Floridablanca, the union used the ITF Action Week to highlight demands relating to payment of overtime 
by BRT operators, Transporte Masivo Movilizamos S.A and Metrocinco Plus S.A in the city of 
Bucaramanga and its metropolitan area. In Buenaventura (Valle del Cauca) and El Charco (Nariño), union 
representatives distributed leaflets. (Email report from Juan Carlos Estrada Leiva)    
Union website 
Film from activities in Cartagena  
 

  

Costa Rica 
SINTRAJAP marked the ITF Action Week by displaying the 
campaign banner with the slogan ‘Transport Workers’ 
Fighting Back! Organising Globally!’ at the union offices 
and in the port of Limón.  
(Email report from the union)  
See photos here 

 
Mauritius 
On 7 October, the Government Services 
Employees Association (GSA) organised a 
workshop to mark the World Day for Decent 
Work (WDDW) during the ITF Action Week. 
More than 100 delegates attended the 
event, which was held at the Council Room 
of the Municipality of Port Louis on the 
theme ‘Decent Work = A workers’ right’. 
Senior public figures spoke about issues 
such as ‘decent driving’ and the progress 
made under the law concerning decent 
work. A number of proposals were made by,  

 

the union, including an amendment of the Employment Relations Act, strengthening of the government 
Occupational Health and Safety Unit, promotion of quality public services, the introduction of a minimum 
living wage and that issues such as the ‘green economy’ and green jobs and climate change should be 
addressed. (Email report from the union) See photos here 
 
Rwanda 
On 9 October, the Association des Chauffeurs 
des Poids Lourds au Rwanda Centrale 
Syndicale Du Rwanda (ACPLRWA) organised 
an education activity in Kigali. Through the 
distribution of leaflets to truck drivers, the 
union raised awareness on the prevention of 
HIV/AIDS and about the union.  
(Email report by Ntakarakorwa Abou-Bakar) 
See photos here 
 

 

http://snttdecolombia.org/semana-de-accion-de-itf-en-el-mundo/
http://youtube/-DxzQkTTao8
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648321654260/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648315656637/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648315587097/


Morocco  
On 11 October, the Moroccan railway 
union Union des Syndicats UMT des 
Transports (UMT), organized an 
awareness day at major stations and 
places of work in Casablanca (railway 
workshops and yards) on the theme of 
railway safety based on the ITF railway 
safety statement that was adopted at 
the last ITF Congress in Sofia.  
(Email report by Mohamed Haytoum) 
See photos here  
 
 

ITF Action Week 2014 Flickr collection: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/collections/72157648236864966/ 
 
ITUC World Day for Decent Work (WDDW) 
http://2014.wddw.org/ 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 website: 
www.itfactionweek2014.org 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648317132237/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/collections/72157648236864966/
http://2014.wddw.org/
http://www.itfactionweek2014.org/

