
 
 
 

Breaking news 3 – 17:30, 8 October 2014 
 
 
Europe 
Over 120 railway union representatives 
from Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany 
and France, as well as representatives 
from the ETF and ITF took part in a 
protest action in Luxembourg on 8 
October to demand the rejection of the 
European Commission’s proposals on 
the ‘market’ pillar of the 4th Railway 
Package. The union representatives 
picketed at Kirchberg in front of the 
building where European Transport  

 

Ministers were meeting to discuss the 4th Railway Package, and in particular the Commission’s proposals 
for privatising national rail passenger services. A senior official from the Ministry of Transport of 
Luxembourg supported the picket action. A petition to the European Transport Ministers, with trade 
union demands, was delivered. The protest action was followed by a press conference at the 
headquarters of Luxembourg transport union FNCTTFEL, with good media coverage.  
(Email report by Janina Malinovska) See photos here 
 
 
Belgium 
On the E313 highway towards Antwerp, at the 
parking area in Ranst, the BTB distributed 
pamphlets to truck drivers on 8 October. They 
talked to truck drivers to inform them about 
their rights in relation to taking their weekly 
rest outside of their truck. Drivers are currently 
forced by their employer to take that rest in 
their truck, meaning some end up living for 
months in their vehicle. The BTB distributed the 
ETF pamphlet, having translated it into Dutch as 
well. Ten BTB activists took the time to talk 
with almost 100 truck drivers. As well as 

 

talking about the importance of taking weekly rest, they talked about the quality of the facilities of the 
parking areas where drivers normally take their weekly rest. There were drivers from different 
nationalities present: Belgium, Netherlands, Poland, Latvia, and other Eastern European countries. Press 
coverage of the action extended to the national TV news, commercial radio (Q-Music), public radio 
(Radio 2). The national newspaper, Gazet van Antwerpen, is also following the union’s activities.  
(Email report by John Reynaert, Veronique De Roeck) See photos here 

 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648111349767/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648124142268/


India 
The Transport & Dock Workers’ Union 
(TDWU) in Mumbai organised a 
meeting of its transport section 
members at the union hall on 8 
October. The meeting resolved to 
intensify its campaign against four 
transport companies which have been 
trying to replace regular workers with 
casual workers. At the meeting, the 
TDWU also raised the issue of the 
Uber taxi app service, which is doing 
brisk business in almost all 

 
 

metropolitan cities in the country. Speakers explained how this unregulated and unregistered taxi 
company is violating the law and putting at risk the safety of the public and the survival of the private 
regulated taxi service industry. The meeting resolved to sensitise the taxi unions in Mumbai about this 
serious development and to discuss and plan a campaign aimed at petitioning the government road 
transport authorities and other regulatory authorities. DHL Union representatives also took part in the 
meeting, and narrated stories of victimisation of their union members in Delhi and other centres. They 
explained the "Delhi DHL 4" campaign which had been launched globally by the ITF. The TDWU 
expressed solidarity and pledged full support for the campaign. More actions are planned on 9 October. 
(Email report by Sangam Tripathy)  See photos here 
  
 
Philippines 
Transport workers belonging to the 
National Confederation of 
Transportworkers Union (NCTU) 
picketed the LTFRB (Land 
Transportation Franchising and 
Regulatory Board) on 8 October to call 
the attention of the LTFRB to the 
growing use of taxi apps, particularly 
Uber, GrabTaxi and Easy Taxi, and to 
conduct an investigation to ensure 
that they use only accountable, 
regulated and knowledgeable taxi and 
courier services. In its statement, the 
NCTU emphasized that they were  

 

taking action as part of the global protest day by ITF unions to prevent potentially unsafe competition by 
non-regulated freelance companies using app technologies. The union also denounced the Land 
Transportation Office (LTO) and LTFRB for continuing to implement the Joint Memorandum Circular that 
has heavily increased the fines and penalties for traffic violations. Drivers can be targeted by corrupt 
traffic enforcement officers to extort money from them. (Email report by Jun Santos) See photos here 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648129123268/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648115832540/


Thailand 
Representatives from TRAN-U and ITF-Thai 
visited the Mo-chit inter-provincial bus 
terminal on 8 October to meet and talk to 
taxi drivers about Uber. The union activists 
explained to the drivers about Uber and 
the threat to their industry and the 
passengers. None of the taxi drivers had 
heard of the company. However, after 
talking to them, the drivers felt that Uber 
was being unfair by undermining 
professional taxi drivers, avoiding the  
inspection and harassment of traffic police 
and putting the safety of passengers and 
the whole taxi industry in jeopardy. The 

 

union also raised awareness of Uber among their union members, other transport workers in the 
terminal as well as the passengers. Due to heavy rain, the planned visit to a taxi park yard at 
Suvarnabhumi international airport had to be cancelled.  
(Email report by Su-angcana Tungworachet) See photos here 
 
 
UK 
Unite the Union’s London cab section 
and the LTDA (Licensed Taxi Drivers’ 
Association) took part in protest action 
outside City Hall between 10-11am on 8 
October. Representatives from the ITF 
also participated. The main focus of the 
action was to protest unregulated 
competition in London and to highlight 
the Mayor of London’s lack of 
enforcement of existing taxi and private 
hire regulations, including allowing the 
Uber app, which undermines existing 
regulations, to be licensed as a private 
hire operator. Uber’s fare system is 
currently being challenged in the court. 
Labour member of the GLA (Greater  

 

London Authority) and Vice-Chair of the Transport Committee, Val Shawcross came out to attend the 
protest. At 11am, a delegation from Unite and the ITF met with Val Shawcross and several other 
members of the GLA and stressed that Uber needs to be suspended in London like in some other cities 
globally. This action follows previous protest action in London in September and June 2014.  
(Report by Mac Urata, Claire Clarke) See photos here (Unite press release) 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648122245838/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648114297030/
http://www.unitetheunion.org/news/londons-cabbies-take-their-fight-to-city-hall/


US 
Several hundred members of ATU Local 
732 at MARTA (Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid 
Transit Authority), participated in a rally in 
Atlanta on 6 October to demand a fair 
contract. Targeting the law office of the 
MARTA Chairman, they held up signs and 
shouted chants to protest stalled 
negotiations and privatisation efforts that 
could threaten hundreds of jobs. Contract 
negotiations between the union and the 
transit agency have dragged on for 16 
months. The last contract expired in June  

 

2013. Union workers have not had a raise since 2006. Meanwhile, health care costs and the cost of living 
have crept upward. The company is considering outsourcing some operations as a way to restore the 
transit agency to a solid financial footing. Those operations include paratransit service, cleaning, payroll 
and information technology. On 7 October, Local 732 members attended the debate for Governor and 
gathered signatures on a petition. (Email report by Ed Watt) See photos here 
(ATU Local 732 webpage) 
 
 

  

Nepal 
NETWON organised a blood donation camp at the 
Biratnagar bus depot in the morning of 8 October. 53 union 
members donated blood during the event. Prior to the 
blood donation camp, the union discussed the theme of 
organising with participants.  
(Email report by Ajay Kumar Rai) See photos here 
 

 
 
Netherlands 
On 7 October, a group of 17 rank and file 
road transport and dockers members of 
FNV Bondgenoten handed out more than 
5,000 leaflets to truck drivers and dockers 
in the Port of Rotterdam on container 
safety and the ITF cross-sectional 
campaign on this issue. The action 
received a positive response from truck 
drivers and dockers. Colleagues from the 
Romanian trade union STL also 
participated. The FNV’s port and rail  

 

sections are calling on members to distribute the leaflet where they can. On 8 October, the leaflet was 
distributed to lashers during the union's CBA meetings. More activities are planned as part of the ITF 
Container Safety Action Day on 9 October. (Email report by Niek Stam) See photos here  

 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648114297030/
http://transitweb.atu.org/sites/South/Local732/index.cfm?action=article&articleID=d569b1c6-bf58-468c-ba79-150f0145ac63
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648536463435/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648518602871/


Mexico 
On the second day of activities for the ITF 
Action Week, ATM visited the Tasqueña 
Metro Public Transport Terminal (Terminal 
Tasqueña del Sistema de Transporte 
Colectivo Metro) and the Mexicano Light 
Rail facilities (Tren Ligero Mexicano). 
Representatives from the union talked to 
transport operators and users to raise 
awareness of different ITF campaigns. 
They distributed leaflets produced by the 
union with information on themes such as 
quality public services, climate change,  

 

fatigue, violence against transport workers, HIV/AIDS. The union representatives also discussed issues 
such as the right to form a union, excessive working hours, road safety and rest periods with the 
workers. (Email report by Alma Teresa Gonzalez Avilez) See photos here 
 
 

Korea  
On 8 October, approximately 500 members 
of the KPTU Cargo Truckers Solidarity 
Division (KPTU TruckSol) held a strike rally in 
Geoje, Southern Gyeongsan Province. Since 
early October, KPTU TruckSol members in 
Daewoo Ship Building & Marine Engineering 
(DSME) have been on strike against the 
company’s unilateral slashing of transport 
rates by almost 10% over the last year. 
These cuts violate an agreement KPTU 
TruckSol reached in June 2012 with DSME 

 

and the transport companies who contract with owner-operator truck drivers on the company’s behalf. 
DSME says it has no obligation to live up to its agreement with KPTU TruckSol and is now refusing to 
come to the bargaining table. On 3 October, shortly after the strike started, a DSME worker was driven to 
suicide as a result of employer pressure. Early on 6 October, two local KPTU TruckSol officers began a 
high altitude protest on top of a transmission tower at the DSME shipyard in Geoje. KPTU TruckSol is 
using the Action Week to gear-up for a long-term Safe Rates campaign to win basic rights for truck 
drivers and road safety for the travelling public. (Email report by Wol-san Liem) See photos here 
 
 

 

Australia 
On 8 October in South Australia, the TWU took their message to 
shoppers in Adelaide’s busy Rundle Mall. Members set up an 
information booth to remind shoppers just what the real cost of 
Coles is for their community. To show directly the cost of Coles 
business model, members used billboards depicting the tragedy in 
Rana Plaza (Bangladesh), Coles “Made in Bangladesh” receipts and 
transport workers fighting for safe rates. Petitions and leaflets 
were on hand for those shoppers who wanted more information. 
As these actions roll through Australia, the TWU is sending an 
important reminder to big clients like Coles that it will not be silent 
on safe rates in their supply chain, whether for truck drivers in 
Brisbane or garment workers in Bangladesh.  
(Email report by Alison Rudman) See photos here 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648469086456/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648518556831/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648516223052/


 
Togo 
On 7 October FESYTRAT organised a 
debate, which included a senior 
government agency representative, on 
‘precarious work and decent employment’ 
to mark the ITUC’s WDDW. In the morning 
of 8 October, FESYTRAT visited truck 
parking areas in Lomé. The team from 
FESYTRAT was supported by members 
from URT and SYPROTO. During the visits, 
the union representatives talked to truck 
drivers from Togo, Niger and Burkina Faso 
at the parking areas and raised awareness 
of working conditions, extortion, police 
harassment and the absence of work  

 

agreements between drivers and truck owners. The Collective Agreement for Road Transport in Togo 
which is not yet signed was also highlighted. The union representatives also made the drivers aware of 
the plan to wear red armbands on 10 October to protest and denounce extortion, police harassment and 
the number of checkpoints that exist on the majority of corridors in West Africa. Activities ended with 
the distribution of condoms to truck drivers in the framework of the fight against HIV/AIDS.  
(Email report by Emmanuel Agbenou) See photos here 
 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 Flickr collection: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/collections/72157648236864966/ 
 
ITUC World Day for Decent Work (WDDW) 
http://2014.wddw.org/ 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 website: 
www.itfactionweek2014.org 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648469433756/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/collections/72157648236864966/
http://2014.wddw.org/
http://www.itfactionweek2014.org/

