
 
 
 

Breaking news 4 – 13:30, 9 October 2014 
 
 
Russia 
Trade Union of Railwaymen and Transport 
Construction Workers of Russia 
(ROSPROFZHEL) continues the ITF Action 
Week in various regions all over the country. 
The pickets were organised at the Gorky 
railway branch with the demands to 
increase wages and pensions, to abolish 
harmful and dangerous working places. The 
meetings were conducted at the Northern 
railway branch in Ivanovo, Vologda and also 
in Saint-Petersburg. A meeting in  
Rostov-na-Donu was supported by over  

 

300 unionists. Events were organised in the various cities along the Northern Caucasus railway branch, 
including Krasnodar and Makhachkala.  Over 500 unionists took part in the meeting Yaroslavl under the 
slogan “Decent work in the world without wars and sanctions!”  (Reports from ROSPROFZHEL website) 
See photos here 
 
Ukraine 
On 8 October the Vil'na Profspilka Mashynistiv 
Ukrainy (VPMU) (Ukrainian Free Trade Union of 
Locomotive Engineers) organised a picket at the 
building of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and 
handed over the demands to stop corruption in 
railway sector, to stop job cuts, to limit working for 
locomotive brigades by 9 hours, to make reforms 
in the railway transport. During the action the 
VPMU representatives met the railway ministry 
and railway administration to discuss possible 
solutions. It was agreed to negotiate on some 
issues additionally at the earliest opportunity.  
(Email report by Semion Karikov) See photos here 

 

 

 
US 
Taxi drivers in Philadelphia protested on 8 October against competition from ride-sharing services. 
Dozens of taxis were parked in rows three deep on JFK Boulevard encircling Philadelphia City Hall as the 
drivers, members of the Taxi Workers’ Alliance of Pennsylvania, held up signs protesting the Uber-X taxi 
app ride-sharing service. During the protest which started at 10am, the union emphasized that cab 
drivers and owners were uniting against legalizing Uber-X and that it was taking action to protect drivers’ 
earnings and keep passengers safe. Uber issued a hostile statement in response to the protest which 
said: "Rich taxi medallion owners should spend their time improving customer service, serving 
underserved communities and investing in new, safe and reliable vehicles, rather than trying to limit 
competition and choice for consumers" (Email report by Ronald Blunt) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648155874110/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648151885690/


 
India 
The Tamilnadu Auto and Taxi Private Sector Transport 
Workers' Federation participated in the ITF Action 
Week on 8 October, highlighting the problems faced 
by taxi workers and also the impact of multinational 
companies like Uber entering the industry which will 
be detrimental to the traditional taxi workers. More 
than 500 taxi drivers participated in a demonstration 
held in front of the Chennai Central Railway Station. 
Union leaders addressed the taxi workers and spoke 
in detail about the ITF, the issues faced by taxi  

  

workers, and the importance of the Action Week.  
(Email report by CA Rajasridhar, M.Subramonia pillai) See photos here 
  
Canada 
Unifor, Canada, is calling on the provincial government in Ottawa to act on Uber. The ‘technology 
company’ recently launched in Ottawa and has sparked controversy. In a letter the provisional 
government on 8 October, Unifor called on the Minister of Transportation to (1) Issue a statement 
denouncing the use of ‘bandit’ (unlicensed) taxis in the province, (2) Introduce legislation that aims to 
get unlicensed, bandit taxi outfits off the streets, (3) Organise a stakeholders meeting. There are growing 
concerns about the increased use of these unlicensed taxis in the city as their presence undermines 
industry regulation, public safety laws and working standards for drivers.  
(Email report by Harry Ghadban)  
 
Germany  
Central office staff at the ver.di headquarters in 
Berlin expressed their solidarity with union protest 
actions on Uber on 8 October with a photo of the 
office staff with campaign banners, union flags and 
placards with the messages “Provide fair working 
conditions: STOP Uber!” and “For your safety: # 
real taxis are the best, forget the rest (Uber)”. 
Germany banned the Uber app at the start of 
September, however the ban was later 
overturned.  
(Email report by Maya Schwiegershausen-Güth) 
See photos here  

 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 – 6-12 October 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 Flickr collection: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/collections/72157648236864966/ 
 
ITUC World Day for Decent Work (WDDW) 
http://2014.wddw.org/ 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 website: 
www.itfactionweek2014.org 
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