
 
 
 

Breaking news 2 – 17:00, 7 October 2014 
 
 
Mexico 
ATM marked the first day of activities for 
the ITF Action Week on 6 October by 
visiting several locations in Mexico City 
to distribute information on different 
issues for transport workers. At the 
Mexico City supply centre (Central de 
Abastos de la Ciudad de México) – 
considered to be the biggest in Latin 
America - union activists approached 
freight drivers to raise awareness on ITF 
campaigns such as HIV/AIDS, climate 
change, violence against women, as well 
as the importance of freedom of 
association and international solidarity.  

 

The union also emphasized the ITF ‘Fatigue Kills!’ campaign in relation to the hours of work that these 
operators perform in order to transport goods. Afterwards, the union activists visited the Northern Bus 
Station (Central Camionera del Norte de pasajeros) and shared information on ITF campaigns with 
international operators, freight transport operators, and public transport workers in the trolleybuses, 
taxis, microbuses and RTP urban buses. The union also visited the Freight Station in Pantaco (Central de 
Transporte de Carga Estación Pantaco), where freight trailers from different parts of Mexico arrive to be 
loaded with goods. The activists talked to drivers about the ITF campaigns and distributed leaflets 
prepared by the union, as well as campaign posters and condoms in order to promote the prevention of 
sexual diseases. Issues such as working conditions and wages were highlighted. (Email report by Alma 
Teresa González Avilez) See photos here 
 
Australia 
The TWU Australia is using the ITF Action Week to remind big clients that the union will not be silent on 
Safe Rates in their supply chain, whether for truck drivers in Brisbane or garment workers in Bangladesh. 
Specifically the union is calling on the Australian major retailer, Coles, to take responsibility for all of their 
supply chains. According to an investigative report into the role of Australian retailers in the Bangladesh 
garment district following the Rana Plaza tragedy in Bangladesh in 2013, Coles continues to sell clothes 
made in sweatshop conditions in Bangladesh. On 6 October, TWU members and supporters descended 
on a Coles store in Perth, Western Australia with evocative billboards showing the devastation in the 
Bangladesh garment district, Coles ‘Made in Bangladesh’ receipts, and transport workers protesting for 
Safe Rates. Against this backdrop, drivers used petitions and leaflets to educate Coles customers about 
how Coles is pushing safety down its global supply chain. These actions will be rolled out around 
Australia in the coming days. (Email report by Alison Rudman) 
  
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648084762808/


Russia 
On 7 October, activists of the Trade Union of 
Railwaymen and Transport Construction 
Workers of Russia (ROSPROFZHEL) organised a 
round-table meeting in the Oriol region – 
roughly 360 kilometres from Moscow - to 
discuss issues of social protection for workers. 
The pickets were organised at three major 
railway stations in Moscow raising awareness 
about the union demands, including indexation 
of wages according to inflation rate, and 
distributing the information materials to the 
public. (Report from ROSPROFZHEL website) 
See photos here   
 

 

 

 

Thailand 
On the ITUC World Day for Decent Work (WDDW) –  
7 October - ITF Thai affiliates participated in a seminar on 
decent work, which also looked at the way forward for 
ratification of ILO Conventions 87 and 98. In the afternoon, 
the unions moved to the Asok Expressway Toll station in 
Bangkok to raise awareness among truck drivers and public 
transport drivers of the ITF, road safety and fatigue. Leaflets 
and stickers about the ITF and the campaign were distributed 
and activists talked to the drivers. Women and young workers 
from the road, rail and aviation affiliates actively participated 
in both activities.  
(Email report by Su-angcana Tungworachet)  
See photos here 
 

  
Lithuania 
On WDDW, 7 October, the Lithuanian 
Transport Workers’ Federation (LTWF) joined 
the activities of the national trade union 
centre “Solidarumas”. They organised a rally 
as well as meetings at the Vilnius municipality 
and at the government buildings, demanding 
not to restrict the right to strike, not to 
increase heating prices and to draw the 
attention of the politicians to the situation in 
the JSC “ Vilniaus viesasis transportas” with 
regards to late payment of wages. On 6 
October, the ITF wrote to the union to 
support them in their efforts to defend their  

 

members’ rights and to develop meaningful social dialogue.  (Email report by Jonas Petraska) See photos 
here 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648481359681/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648078074570/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648077965390/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648077965390/


Korea 
On 7 October the Korean Federation of Public 
Services and Transportation Workers' Unions 
(KPTU) - the rail and subway workers - carried out 
a photo exhibition and outreach at Seoul Station, 
highlighting the accidents and other safety 
problems caused by government policy of 
deregulation and outsourcing. Members of the 
public examined the exhibition with great interest. 
Materials called for revision of the Rail Safety 
Act. The KPTU aviation affiliates carried out 
picketing and a rally in front of the International 
Air Cargo Forum and Exhibition being held at the 
Seoul Coex Trade Center, in which Menzies  

 

Aviation is participating. Through these actions they showed solidarity for ITF US affiliate SEIU, which is 
confronting Menzies Aviation on safety violations and worker deaths at Los Angeles Airport. They also 
called on Incheon International Airport to live up to its reputation as a safe world class airport by ending 
exploitation and labour repression against subcontracted airport workers. KPTU representatives 
addressed the rally about the importance of a united struggle against poor wages, job insecurity and 
unsafe working conditions for subcontracted airport workers in Korea and the United States and read a 
solidarity statement sent by the SEIU. (Email report by Wol-san Liem)   
Korea (rail): See photos here: Korea (rail) Korea (solidarity): See photos here: Korea (solidarity) 
 
USA  
Shuttle bus drivers in the Silicon Valley, California, who carry Facebook employees, are seeking union 
representation by Local 853 of the Teamsters Union. Last week, the union wrote to the CEO of Facebook 
to press its bus contractor, Loop Transportation, to agree to bargain with Local 853 on behalf of their 
drivers. The workers are demanding improvement in their split shift and rest facilities. For example, one 
could start his work at 6:10am and finish the morning shift at 11:10am. He then resumes work at 5:15pm 
with that shift ending at 9:45pm. Because the wages are low, many do not live in the area of their work. 
"This six-hour split shift is gruelling," one driver said to press. (Email report by Tim Beaty) 
 
Japan 
On 7 October a group of 23 union activists 
(9 officers from JRU, 14 members and 
officers from JRCU) distributed around 350 
flyers on "Railway Safety" at JR Shinagawa 
station in Tokyo between 7:00 and 8:00, 
followed by other members and officers of 
JREU. Activities were also organized in 
many different parts of Japan during the 
whole day.  
(Email report by Tomoko Emilie Mukawa) 
See photos here 
  

 
ITUC 
Global Union Federation IndustriALL’s social media call to stop precarious work has reached over 1 
million people in one of the most prominent actions on this year’s World Day for Decent Work.  113 
events from 35 countries have already been registered on the special website http://2014.wddw.org, 
starting with activities in the Philippines and concluding on the west coast of the Americas. 
(Report from ITUC OnLine) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648076201999/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648074535247/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648499473505/
http://2014.wddw.org/


ITF Action Week 2014 – 6-12 October 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 Flickr collection: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/collections/72157648236864966/ 
 
ITUC World Day for Decent Work (WDDW) 
http://2014.wddw.org/ 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 website: 
www.itfactionweek2014.org 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/collections/72157648236864966/
http://2014.wddw.org/
http://www.itfactionweek2014.org/

