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Netherlands 
FNV Bondgenoten started their activities for the ITF Action 
Week on 4 October to address the reality of the working and 
living conditions for professional drivers in road transport. 
Together with colleagues from the Romanian trade union 
Sindicatul Lucratorilor din Transport (SLT), union activists talked 
to Romanian drivers in the Netherlands who are working in 
Western Europe but are paid far less than their West European 
counterparts. On 5 October, continuing the actions, activists 
from the two unions met drivers from Romania, Bulgaria, 
Macedonia and Moldova in the port of Rotterdam. Often 
drivers from these countries are forced to live in the parking 
areas, sleeping in their trucks without facilities. One of the 
Bulgarian drivers who has been driving only in the Netherlands 
told the union activists that he had been living in his truck for 
one year. Over the two days, 51 drivers from Romania joined 
the SLT union. Three drivers who are working for Euro 200 per 
month on illegal contracts expressed willingness to go to court 
with the FNV to claim the salary as set out in the Dutch CBA. 
(Facebook report by Edwin Atema) See photos here 
 

 

 
South Korea  
On 6 October, the Korean Federation 
of Public Services and Transportation 
Workers' Unions (KPTU) and its transport 
affiliates held a press conference to 
announce demands and action plans for 
the ITF Action Week under the slogan of 
"Transport Workers Fighting Back for 
Safety - Organising Globally". Demands 
include strengthening of regulations on 
overloading and container safety, 
introduction of safe rates, revision of the 
rail safety act, improvement of bus and  

 

taxi working conditions and contract methods, shortening of flight time limitations for pilots and job 
security and improved working conditions for safety related workers at Incheon International Airport. In 
addition, members of the KPTU Taxi Branch began daily 1 person protests in front of municipal 
government offices. The protests are calling for regulations on subcontracting in the taxi industry, and 
will continue through the week and until the end of the month. (Email report by Wol-san Liem) See 
photos here 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648437755771/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648456841795/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/sets/72157648456841795/


UK 
Transport Salaried Staffs' Association 
(TSSA) held its biennial Better Rail 
Convention on 4 October in London 
to determine what the union needs 
to do to improve the railway in the 
next two years. A Labour Party 
Member of Parliament and Shadow 
Rail Minister, Lillian Greenwood, 
addressed the meeting together with 
a member of the European 
Parliament and a TUC  

 

representative. The meeting laid out a set of plans in the union's organising and campaigning activities 
for public ownership of the railway in the lead up to 2015 General Election. This includes TSSA members 
stepping up activities within their local communities, engaging with community groups, leaders and 
passengers. (Facebook report by Nadine Rae) See photos here 
 
Togo 
ITF unions in Togo have launched their 
activities for the Action Week on 6 October 
with a press conference in Lomé organised by 
the ITF-Togo National Coordinating 
Committee. The press conference was used to 
explain the ITF Action Week and to discuss 
issues for workers in the road transport 
sector, including working conditions and 
salaries. During the press conference, they 
also expressed solidarity with the DHL workers 
in India. Around 100 participants from ITF 
unions in different sectors including road 
transport and maritime attended the event, 
which was joined by press from radio and  

 

television. Several activities are planned during the week as part of a programme of activities to mark the 
Action Week. (Phone report by Emmanuel Agbenou) See photos here 
  
Europe 
On 6 October, at the start of the ITF Action Week, the European Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF) 
launched the weekly rest campaign to draw attention to the issues in the trucking sector in Europe. The 
campaign aims to correctly inform professional drivers and policy makers over legal aspects of weekly 
rest requirements imposed by European legislation, namely Regulation (EC) No 561/2006/. Behind drawn 
curtains, in a cabin serving as a work space, ‘living room’ and ‘rest room’ too, the truck driver already 
takes his or her average 10 hours of daily rest, over the working week. With this in mind, the European 
legislator recognises the necessity and importance for adequate rest conditions at the end of the driver’s 
working week. The ETF is calling on affiliates to send letters to the members of European Parliament and 
national governments regarding reinforcement of the legislation. The campaign flyer in several languages 
is downloadable from the ETF campaign dedicated website: http://www.itfglobal.org/etf/etf-3940.cfm. 
The website also contains all related information and materials as well as an online questionnaire 
addressed to truck drivers. (Email report by ETF) 
 
ITF Action Week 2014 – 6-12 October 
ITF Action Week 2014 Flickr collection: https://www.flickr.com/photos/itf/collections/72157648236864966/ 
ITF Action Week 2014 website: www.itfactionweek2014.org 
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