
CONTAINER SAFETY 
ACTION DAY - 9 OCTOBER 
PART OF ITF ACTION WEEK 2014!
ITF action week runs in October each year. It’s a chance for road transport and railway 
unions to come together under the slogan ‘Transport Workers Fighting Back – Organising 
Globally’ to organise activities that highlight issues affecting road transport and railway 
workers and to emphasise the importance of belonging to a union.

This year Container safety action day on 9 October is part of ITF action week. This day is 
designed to launch the ITF campaign on container safety. We’re asking you as road, rail, 
maritime and docker unions to organise activities focusing on workers, the general public 
and political decision-makers to raise awareness of the problem of container safety. 

The ITF is launching the campaign on container safety because it is committed to 
ensuring that workers who deal with containers are as safe as they can be while on the 
job. At the moment that’s not always the case. 

We are concerned with the misdeclaration of contents, including dangerous goods and 
weight, fumigation and also improper packing of containers. All of these things can and 
do cause accidents which could affect the general public and transport workers all along 
the supply chain: truck drivers, port workers, railway workers, seafarers, warehouse 
workers, packers, loaders and unloaders. 

That’s why the ITF is launching a cross-sectional campaign on container safety.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Kick off your campaigning around container safety with activities this action day. Here 
are some ideas: 

•  Lobby national governments to implement the global recommendations by the ILO, 
IMO and UNECE on the issue

• Lobby senior industry executives and other relevant stakeholders to address the issue

• Hold a workplace meeting or seminar with workers to discuss the issues 

• Draw up a local plan of how you might tackle the issues

• Raise awareness amongst the general public of the issue of container safety

•  Record incidents of poor container safety practices, working with local authorities to 
carry out inspections where possible

• Work together with docker, road transport, railway and maritime unions on the day

•  Reach out to other groups of workers who are involved in the packing and handling of 
containers along the supply chain, for example, warehouse workers, packers, loaders 
and unloaders

• Build alliances with NGOs and other organisations who are interested in the issue

• Use the media to publicise the issues

You decide what your members will do during the action week. Your action will depend 
on local conditions, including custom and law.  
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KEEP IN TOUCH!
Whatever you do for action week don’t forget to let us know. Complete the attached 
form and return it to the ITF to designate a contact person for the action day and tell us 
about your planned activities. That contact person will update us on how your activities 
are going so that we can publicise your action to unions worldwide. 

Please also remember to forward any press clippings and photographs. One picture can 
tell a story of a thousand words!

Don’t forget that this is just the start. Once action week is over continue to support 
the container safety campaign with activities and by sharing information and raising 
awareness. 

For more information about the ITF campaign on container safety, please contact 
inlandtransport@itf.org.uk or dockers@itf.org.uk

Visit www.itfactionweek2014.org for information and past union activities for ITF  
action week

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO BUILD  
A SUCCESSFUL ACTION DAY! 
Need some activity ideas? Here are some examples  
of joint action in previous ITF action weeks.

The ITF Dockers’ Section and its affiliates have been supporting the Action Week since 
2003. In some countries, road transport unions have been coordinating actions with port 
workers during the Action Week:

In 2007, representatives from the Teamsters and ILWU locals in the US and Canada 
distributed leaflets with the message “Better Pay – Safer Trucks – Cleaner Air – Booming 
Ports – Go Union!” and spoke to drivers as they crossed the US/Canadian truck border 
crossing in Blaine, Washington. Activists from the T&G Section of Unite in the UK handed 
out leaflets on container cargo safety to over 300 drivers at the Southampton container 
terminal. The information leaflets, which highlighted awareness of heavy loads, also 
drew attention to the risk of overloading. This activity followed a spate of accidents 
where container trucks had turned over.

In 2012, the Kenya Truck Drivers’ Union and the Dock Workers’ Union decided to join 
hands and speak with one voice during the Action Week in response to permanent 
victimisation of workers who join unions. A football match was also held between the 
two unions in Mombasa. In India, the Transport & Dock Workers’ Union (TDWU) held a 
meeting at the Mumbai Port Trust Gates highlighting the importance of the Action Week 
and stressing issues of transport workers in the port.

In 2013, the Kenya Truck Drivers’ Union and the ATGWU in Uganda organised joint 
activities at the transport hub in Mombasa. The unions joined with truckers and 
dockers for awareness and organising activities.
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BOX?


