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World Day for Decent Work, 7 October 
 
Each year 7 October is designated as the  World Day for Decent Work (WDDW).   
 
Originally chosen by the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), it has now been 
adopted as a common day by the entire Global Unions family to demonstrate the vital 
importance of global trade union solidarity in an increasingly globalised world economy. 
 
The WDDW has attracted millions of trade unionists in action for Decent Work, and in today’s 
conditions of crisis it is more important than ever that trade unionists across the globe stand up 
for their rights to decent work and a decent life.  
 
Various themes have been highlighted by trade unions and organisations during the WDDW 
since its start in 2008 including: migration, discrimination, equality, forced labour, other core 
labour standards such as the right to bargain collectively and the freedom to organise, laws and 
agreements issues, informal economy, climate issues (green jobs), health and safety, social 
protection, poverty and food crisis, social dialogue. 
 
Many transport unions take part in the WDDW participating in their national confederation 
activities. 
 
In 2008, the ITF prioritised three key areas as part of the Action Day – precarious work, the right 
to collective action, and organising young workers. The first ever ITF young workers’ conference 
was held on 7-8 October and young worker delegates attended a rally at the European 
Commission to mark the global campaign day. In 2009, the start of the ITF road transport action 
week coincided with the WDDW and several road transport unions organised activities on this 
day to highlight issues relating to decent work. 
 
In 2011, the WDDW concentrated on precarious work. Typically, precarious employment refers 
to non-permanent, temporary, casual, insecure and contingent forms of work. In 2012, the ITUC 
recommended that the crisis in youth employment be a prominent feature of WDDW activities. 
In 2013  the theme was ‘Organise!’. 
 
We are calling on all unions around the world to give their full support to this day of action, the 
main purpose of which is to underline the need for closer links between the national and global 
trade union movements. The Action Week certainly ties in with the concept of “Decent Work”.   
 
For more information, please visit: http://www.wddw.org  
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