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Your Excellency, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the nearly 20 million transport workers worldwide who are members of the 
International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF), to express our organisation’s solidarity with Iran’s truck 
drivers who have entered their 11th day of strike. 
  
You may remember that the ITF’s affiliates in road transport include the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran 
and Suburbs Bus Company, which has informed the ITF of its support for the strike.  I understand that 
together with the many ordinary Iranians, truckers have been suffering the impact of ongoing inflation, 
unpaid wages and price hikes.  Many trucks are in poor condition, needing spare parts and repairs.  
Alongside poor weather conditions, border area security problems and a general lack of road safety, Iranian 
truckers are enduring unacceptable working conditions.  In addition, I now understand there are reports of 
brutal attacks on striking truck drivers by the security forces, and that a number of workers have been 
arrested. 
  
The ITF strongly backs the demands of the strikers for fair wages to be paid, for transport safety and for a 
free and representative trade union that can pursue such concerns. 
  
Your Excellency, I believe it is imperative you listen to the concerns of the truck workers if this dispute is to 
be resolved in the interests of your country’s economy overall, and in the interests of peace and progress in 
Iran.  
  
I reiterate the ITF’s firm objection to oppressive tactics and note that this news comes during the 
International Labour Organisation’s annual Conference, which brings together governments', workers' and 
employers' delegates of the ILO member States.  As a founder and governing body member, Iran is under 
an obligation to respect the fundamental rights of workers.  
  
I would be very grateful to receive your comments on this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Stephen Cotton 
ITF General Secretary 
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