
CALLING ALL 
SEAFARERS
Are you being asked to carry out lashing and

securing of containers on ships in ports?
We are getting reports that this is happening more often because shipping companies want 
to speed up port operations or save money by not hiring trained dockworkers to do this job. 

Seafarers are being paid nothing or very little to do the work. They are ending up stressed and fatigued
because of long working hours and tight sailing schedules. They are being left with no time to go ashore, 
to rest or to contact friends and family back home.  Seafarers have even been injured or killed because

they are not properly trained to do lashing work but are being asked to do it anyway.

This is very dangerous work. That is why the ITF CBA (Collective Bargaining Agreement) article 3 states
clearly that “lashing and unlashing of cargo is dockers’ work and the crew should not be asked 

to undertake this work – unless there is prior agreement from the local ITF dockers’ union.” 
We believe that every vessel should be covered by an ITF agreement.

If your company, master or officer is asking you to do lashing and unlashing in ports and they have no
written permission from the local dockers’ union then they are in breach of this agreement. Let us know if

this happens to you by sending us an email detailing what happened, the vessel name and location to:
ReclaimLashing@itf.org.uk We will keep your details confidential to the ITF and won’t tell your employer. 

Protect your safety and support your brothers and sisters on the docks 
by refusing to do lashing and unlashing work in ports 

on vessels covered by ITF agreements. 

The ITF is a global union organisation representing 4.5 million
transport workers around the world. Find out more:

www.ReclaimLashing.org
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