
Dockers make an important contribution to the global economy. We work in an environment full 
of huge safety risks around the clock, but our biggest threat comes from our employers and 
governments who consistently launch wave after wave of attacks upon our pay, job security and 
working terms and conditions.  

Many Dockers’ trade unions have had enough, so they are calling for an international protest 
to raise the profile of these problems with the public and put pressure upon our employers to 
stop these attacks. The International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) and the International 
Dockers’ Council (IDC) have agreed that Thursday 7th July will be the day to make this protest. 

WHAT ARE WE PROTESTING ABOUT?

HEALTH & SAFETY. Ports are dangerous places to work. In the demand to meet tougher 
performance targets, often as a result of pressure from shipping lines and with the increasing 
number of mega-vessels, many employers press Dockers’ to work faster and for longer hours 
increasing the risk of accident and injury. Ships are designed and built without taking into account 
the possible hazards that Dockers will face. We demand: quality training for all Dockers in every 
port and better cooperation on safety. 

PRECARIOUS WORK. Our job security has been attacked. Increasing numbers of Dockers are 
now employed on precarious employment contracts. Many are no longer employed directly, but 
through contract companies who only supply dock labour for short periods. Many of our comrades 
work on frequent rolling contracts with no long-term job security. We demand: job security for all 
Dockers and that employers respect labour pools.

RESPECT FOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING RIGHTS AND AGREEMENTS. 
We expect to be treated with respect and as equal partners in a high-pressure industry. But our 
unions have to organise every day as many employers seek to undermine or terminate our bargaining 
rights and agreements. In the last year alone, our union leaders have been fired, workers have 
been intimidated for joining the union and unions have been threatened by employers. We demand 
that all Dockworkers have freedom of association to join and get involved in trade unions without 
intimidation or victimisation and that bargaining agreements are respected.
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LABOUR STANDARDS IN GLOBAL COMPANIES. As global companies become increasingly 
influential in our industry, we know that their labour standards often differ significantly between 
developed and developing countries. We demand that they apply their standards consistently 
across the globe. 

AUTOMATION. We don’t agree that automation is always necessary. We know that some 
equipment manufacturers encourage terminal operators to automate to undermine trade unions. 
But, where there is a good business case to automate, we expect employers to reach agreements 
with unions over proposals to automate or part-automate port before implementation. These 
changes affect our job security and working lives. Some employers have already proved that 
practical agreements can be reached with unions that provide sensible and acceptable solutions 
involving retraining and job guarantees. We demand: No automation without negotiation.

FOUR THINGS WE ASKING DOCKERS TO DO:

1. Join a union. Only independent trade unions can fightback against these attacks. The more 
members we have, the more influence we will yield.

2. Contact your trade union stewards and find out what activity will be arranged for 7th July. 
It could be a meeting, a demonstration or a rally. A tribute to fallen and injured comrades will 
also be part of this. Any action will need to take into account the local legislation and practical 
limitations faced by unions.

3. Ask how you can help to support the activity and participate in it. 

4. Keep following us to find out details about more future global actions.

STAND UP FOR YOUR JOB

Do your bit for your job and your comrades. We are all under attack and need to show a united 
front – the participation of every single Docker is very important – together we can win.

Follow activities at: www.defenddockersrights.org 
Facebook/ITFdockers 
Facebook/IDC 
Twitter:
@ITFglobalunion 
@ETFdockers 
@IDCdockers 
#DefendDockersRights
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