
 

 
Breaking News 4: 8 October, 18:00  
 
European Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF) railway section  
On 8 October the ETF railway section organised a protest picket line in Luxembourg on the occasion 
of the meeting of the EU Transport Ministers.  Who intend to adopt a “common approach” that will 
represent the base for negotiations with the European Parliament to 
complete the 4th Railway Package. About 200 union activists from 
Luxembourg, France, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Slovenia, UK 
and Hungary demanded the Transport Council reject the proposals on the 
political pillar of the 4th Railway Package. This opens up market for rail 
passenger transport and introduces  rules that will lead to a further 
destruction of integrated railway companies and to take a position that 
safeguards the accessibility and quality of rail public passenger transport in 
Europe. (Email report by Andrea Albertazzi) 
 
View photos here  
 
Bulgaria 
On 6 October the  Federation of Transport Trade Unions in Bulgaria (FTTUB) sent invitations to sign 
agreements with the candidates to mayors of the biggest municipalities in the country - Varna, 
Burgas, Plovdiv, Sliven, Pleven, Yambol and Gabrovo. The main vision set by FTTUB in agreement is 
to develop public transport and transport infrastructure, to ensure quality jobs and quality transport 
service providing safe, environment friendly, accessible and convenient public transport. 
 
On 7 October marking the World Day for Decent Work, the FTTUB addressed a letter to the Minister 
of Labour and Social Policy with a copy to the Minister of Transport, Information Technologies and 
Communications calling to support ratification of the 2014 Protocol to the ILO Convention on Forced 
Labour initiated by the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC). The FTTUB is involved into 
the joint ITF / ETF project "Crossroad 2" fighting against "modern slavery" in trucking industry (see 
http://fttub.org/bg http://www.stsb.bg/crossroad_bulgarian_drivers/ -truck-drivers-the-road-
ahead_2 /) that addresses miserable working conditions and life of Bulgarian international truck 
drivers. The project revealed the human rights violations and led to concrete ETF proposals for 
legislative and non-legislative measures (see http://fttub.org/etf-launches-a-set-of-proposals-to-
improve-eu-law-enforcement-in-road-transport/). The 2014 Protocol offers a wide range of 
measures to prevent "modern slavery" and to provide assistance to its victims. (Email report by 
Milena Tachinova) 
 
Kenya  
On 7 October to mark the World Day for Decent Work, the Public Transport Operators’ Union 
(Puton) met the workers of the Nawasuku Sacco minibus company on route 45 in the Central 
Business District in Nairobi, who are unorganised at their work place. During the meeting union 
representatives highlighted the importance of being in a union and to negotiate wages as usually 
drivers have small amount of money earned after paying to the bus owners and saccos. The union 
representatives also spoke about that by joining a union can protect jobs as provided by the 
provisions of the Labour Laws and ILO Conventions.  Most of the workers met are young and their 
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jobs are under threat and they understood the concept of being organised. (Email report by Joseph 
Ndiritu) 
 
On 7 October the Kenyan Long Distance Truck Drivers Union 
(KLDTDTU) leaders visited Nakuru, the largest urban centre in the 
Kenyan mid-west, where they met with workers from Rongai 
workshop and later in the Prime Fuels K ltd company to discuss the 
issues of the workers, including working conditions and wages. On 8 
October, the union officials visited Malaba, a town on Kenya's 
western border with Uganda, where they met with truck drivers 
from different companies to listen to their problems, to sensitise 
about importance to be in the union and to promote the ITF Action 
week. (Email report by Nicholas Mbugua)  
 
View photos here  
 
Link to Twitter: https://twitter.com/search?q=%23ITFactionweek&src=typd  
 
India 
The Indian National Transport workers’ Federation (INTWF) continued the Action Week on 8 October 
by distributing 1000 leaflets at the bus stand in Jabalpur City to 
highlight the demands of the road transport workers and to promote 
social dialogue with the government. (Email report by K.S.Verma) 
 
View photos here  
 
 
 
Thailand 
On 8 October the State Railway Workers’ union (SRUT) and SEETU (Airport Rail Link Union) jointly 
held the workshop to discuss the rail privatisation plan. Earlier this 
year the government has planned to establish a Rail Transport 
Department what will lead to splitting the railway operations from 
infrastructure and to downsize and limit the role of the State Railway 
of Thailand. Such reforms will have negative impact on railway 
workers in the country and on both SRUT and SEETU unions. The 
representatives from 9 SRUT's branches, the committee members 
from Bangkok head office and committee members from SEETU came 
together to raise their concerns over the fragmentation and its impact on railway safety and to 
prepare their alternative proposal to the government. (Email report by Su-angcana Tungworachet)  
 
View photos here  
 
Russia 
On 7 October members of the Trade Union of Railwaymen and Transport Construction Workers of 
Russia (Rosprofzhel) actively participated in the activities of the ITF Action week to mark World Day 
for Decent Work. Over 100 railway workers participated in the 
meeting at the Liski unit of the South-Eastern railway branch.  The 
meeting was held also in St.Petersburg where a resolution has been 
adopted demanding among others to preserve the current pension 
indexation mechanism, to increase minimum wages and to 
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preserve federal employment services in the system of federal bodies. (Website news - 
rosprofzhel.rzd.ru/)   
 
Photos from web here 
 
Romania 
USLM –Metro union has marked the Action Week during its meetings with Metrorex management to 
negotiate a collective bargaining agreement. During the meetings, the two parties have discussed 
the importance of public transport for passengers as users and the state as provider. They also 
discussed the need to jointly promote safe transport with safe rates and less pollution, as well as 
decent work for all transport workers. The union also launched the Fair Transport in Europe 
Campaign during the Action Week and sent a message of support the TWU in Australia. (Email report 
by Marinela Angelescu) 
 
Lithuania 
On 8 October the leadership of the Lithuanian Transport Workers' Federation and the joint transport 
unions organisation - forum - met with the officials of the 
Lithuanian National Road Carriers' Association in Vilnius to 
discuss the revision of the agreement signed between two 
organisations in 2006 and the issues of collective agreements in 
the sector. It was noted that one of the main issues is low union 
density in the trucking industry. The parties agreed to organise 
such meetings on a regular basis and to include into agenda 
discussions on the branch agreement in the road transport 
sector. (Email report by Jonas Petraška)   
 
View photos here  
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