
 
 
 
Breaking news 3: 7 October, 17:00 
 
Swaziland 
The Swaziland Transport & Allied Workers' Union marked the ITF Action Week on 5 October by 
hosting a workplace health and safety activity at the company, Unitrans.  
Around 80 workers attended. The wellness programme held between 6am 
and 8.30am included activities on breast cancer, prostate cancer, fatigue and 
cholesterol awareness. The union also carried out testing and sensitisation 
on HIV/AIDS. Banners and placards were displayed with messages: ‘Safety 
and Security at Work’, ‘Fatigue Kills’, ‘Avoid accident, use condoms’, ‘Reduce 
hours of work’ (Report by Sticks Nkambule) 
 
View photos >> https://flic.kr/s/aHskmdpioo 
 
Japan 
The Japan Confederation of Railway Workers' Unions (JRU) carried out activity for the ITF Action 
Week on 7 October. The union produced 1,000 leaflets highlighting the 
importance of railway safety   and sustainable public transport.  JRU officers 
distributed the leaflets to members of the public in front of JR Gotanda 
Station in Tokyo from 8am. (Report from Mr Satoru Yamada)   
 
View photos >> https://flic.kr/s/aHskmdpioo 
 
Nepal 
The Nepal Transport Labour Association (Nepal Yatayat Mazdoor Sangh) (NETWON) organised a 
seminar on 7 October to mark the World Day for Decent Work, together with 
union representatives from Kathmandu Valley. The seminar discussed 
workers’ rights within the new Constitution, which was issued on 20 
September 2015. A panel discussion was held with a Member of Parliament, 
a National Executive Committee member of the Nepali Congress Party and 
the Vice-President of the Nepal Trade Union Congress. (Email report by Ajay 
Kumar Rai) 
 
View photos >> https://flic.kr/s/aHskmdpioo 
 
 
Thailand 
On 7 October, ITF-Thai affiliates joined activity in Bangkok to mark the World Day for Decent Work 
with various groups of workers from state enterprise, private and informal 
sectors (including migrant workers, domestic workers, fishery workers). A 
rally and march was held from Democracy Monument to the Government 
House. A charter of demands was submitted to the authorised 
representative of the Prime Minister. The charter included demands 
relating to the quality of workers’ livelihood, rights and freedom of 
workers, reform of the state enterprise but no to privatisation, and 
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participation of workers in all decision-making levels. (Email report by Su-angcana Tungworachet) 

 
 
View photos >>  https://flic.kr/s/aHskmcVKeM 
 
 
India 
The Indian National Transport Workers' Federation (INTWF) has organised a seminar 7 October at 
the union office in Jabalpur. 20 union members participated in the 
seminar which discussed the implications of the ‘Road Transport 
and Safety Bill 2015’ for workers. The union informed participants 
that it had taken up the matter with the government and requested 
dialogue. (Email report by KS Verma) 
 
View photos >> https://flic.kr/s/aHskmdpioo 
 
European Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF) Road Section 
The ETF Road Section has today launched its campaign to say ‘No!’ to weekly rest taken in the lorry. 
The campaign is in response to the European Commission intention to ‘clarify’ weekly rest rules 
which will more than likely give the green light to ‘rest in the lorry.’ A campaign website has been 
set-up http://www.etf-europe.org/etf-3979.cfm, which includes an online survey for professional 
drivers in various languages to highlight the negative impact on drivers’ health and on road safety 
and a model letter for ETF unions to send to the European Commission, European Parliament and 
transport and employment government . (Email report from Cristina Tilling) 
 
Safe Rates – global solidarity with Transport Workers’ Union of Australia 
 
ITF unions continue to express their support for Australian truck drivers and the TWU’s fight against 
the retailer Coles and for Safe Rates. 
 
Since yesterday’s breaking news, messages and photos of solidarity have been received from Alianza 
de Tranviarios de México, Federación Bolivariana de los Trabajadores y Trabajadoras de Transporte 
Afines y Conexos FBTTT (Venezuela) and the National Workers’ Union (St. Lucia). 
 
Climate justice 
Unions also continue to send us their reports of actions for the ITF Climate Justice action day on 5 
October. 
 
Facebook album: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.470074569833839.1073741863.129900080517958&t
ype=3 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/hashtag/unions4climate  
 
Palestine 
The General Union for Transport Workers in Palestine interviewed drivers as part of the ‘5 reasons, 5 
photos challenge.’  The union could not talk to passengers because of security conditions. Drivers 
support improved public transport because traffic jams increase. 
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Liberia 
The young workers’ representative from the United Seamen, Ports and General Workers' Union of 
Liberia (USPOGUL) organised action with passengers calling for quality public transport to reduce 
emissions, create millions of jobs and improve mobility. (Email report by Joshua Wilson) 
 
Zanzibar 
The young workers’ representative from the Zanzibar Seafarers’ Union (ZASU) organised 
engagement with passengers on minibus taxis. They support public transport to reduce emissions, 
improve safety and create millions of jobs. (Email report by Yahya Omar) 


