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ITF Safe Rates Global Statement of Demands – 
Participating Unions 

Around the world road transport workers face severe work pressures due to 
low-cost tendering practices, unreasonable scheduling, and low rates of 
pay. These pressures originate in a business model based on an over-
reliance on sub-contracting and a level of competition that is destroying 
jobs and lives.  
  

During the Covid-19 pandemic, road transport workers were vital in keeping 
our economies and societies running. They transported medical supplies, 
kept supply chains connected and delivered food and essential goods. 
Despite this contribution however, they continue to face a lack of labour 
safeguards and deadly competition. Pay, conditions and safety have been 
eroded.  

While big businesses profit, transport operators facing exceedingly low 
margins can either slash labour costs and engage in other illegal practices, 
or face insolvency. Drivers are forced to work excessively long hours, drive 
while fatigued, speed, overload their vehicles, and skimp on maintenance 
to make ends meet. The result is roads that are unsafe for everyone and an 
industry that is unsustainable. The expanding influence of big tech 
companies and the gig economy in road transport has exacerbated these 
trends.    

Workers and transport operators, client companies, and governments all 
have a shared interest in a new model for road transport, one which 
guarantees fairness, safety, and sustainability. Safe Rates systems in 
which governments, supply chain actors and unions work together to set, 
monitor, and enforce safe and fair standards for road transport are the 
starting point. The ILO Guidelines on the Promotion of Decent Work and 
Road Safety in the Transport Sector provide a road map for how such 
systems can be put in place.    

https://www.ilo.org/sector/activities/sectoral-meetings/WCMS_742633/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/sector/activities/sectoral-meetings/WCMS_742633/lang--en/index.htm


ITF Global Safe Rates Campaign Launch                                                                                  
 

The ITF Global Campaign ‚ "Safe Rates save lives", calls 
on governments, client companies and transport operators around the 
world to work with unions to implement the following plan:    

• 01. Safe Rates systems: Establish new systems and/or 
strengthen existing systems for setting fair and safe standards for 
pay and conditions. These systems must engage all supply chain 
parties, including client companies, and cover all road transport 
workers irrespective of form of employment, nationality, and 
gender.    

• 02. A fair price for transport: Ensure that all road transport 
workers are paid fairly for all time worked and transport operators 
and workers who own their own vehicles can recover their costs 
without skimping on safety.  

• 03. Strengthened transparency: Ensure that all road transport 
workers have access to written labour and/or service contracts that 
detail fair and safe payment and conditions of work.  

• 04. Active compliance and remedy of violations: Ensure 
active inspection, verification of compliance, and remedy of 
violations, including enforcement of penalty clauses, binding on all 
supply chain parties (client companies, transport operators, 
workers in all forms of employment, etc.). Implement due diligence 
regimes based on cooperation between unions and companies to 
complement robust inspection and enforcement by public 
authorities. Ensure that all road transport workers have access to 
effective procedures for dispute resolution, which cover and are 
binding on all supply chain parties.    

• 05. Trade union rights: Recognise the vital role played by 
democratic trade unions in furthering safety and sustainability in 
road transport supply chains, ensure that all road transport 
workers have access to representation by democratic trade 
unions, and facilitate the role of trade unions in worker education, 
monitoring and enforcement, and improving health and safety.    



ITF Global Safe Rates Campaign Launch                                                                                  
 

• 06. Global standards: Implement the ILO 
Guidelines on the Promotion of Decent Work and Road Safety, 
including through ratification and enforcement of related ILO 
Conventions on pay, hours of work and rest periods, violence and 
harassment and occupational health and safety.  

With legal attacks on Safe Rates regulatory systems in line with the above 
in South Korea, Brazil and elsewhere in the world we, the undersigned, 
recognise that achieving these demands is not a simple task. We commit to 
joining the ITF's Global Safe Rates Campaign by:    

• Carrying out a broad-based awareness-raising and educational campaign 
aimed at workers, government, and industry stakeholders in our countries and 
globally.  
  

• Deepening alliances with responsible industry stakeholders to implement 
Safe Rates in their supply chains, achieve positive legal reform on the local, 
national, regional, and global levels and create a truly fair, safe, and 
sustainable road transport industry.  
  

• Taking joint action against governments and companies that stand in the 
way of Safe Rates reforms aimed at creating a truly fair, safe, and sustainable 
road transport industry.  

 

 Country Union 
1.  AUSTRALIA Transport Workers' Union of Australia (TWU) 
2.  BAHRAIN Asry Labour Union (ALU) 
3.  BAHRAIN Alba Trade Union (ATU) 
4.  BELGIUM Belgian Transport Workers' Union (BTB-ABVV) 
5.  BELGIUM Confederation of Christian Trade Unions (CSC) – Transcom (ACV 

– TRANSCOM) 
6.  BULGARIA Federation of Transport Trade Unions in Bulgaria (FTTUB) 
7.  BRAZIL Confederacao Nacional dos Trabalhadores em Transportes e 

Logistica (CNTTL) 
8.  BRAZIL Confederação Nacional dos Trabalhadores em Transportes 

Terrestres (CNTTT) 
9.  CANADA Unifor (UNIFOR) 
10.  CANADA Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW) 
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11.  CANADA Teamsters Canada (Teamsters Canada) 
12.  CHILE National Union of DHL Chile S.A. Workers (Union No. 1) 

(SINDICATO N ° 1) 
13.  D.R. CONGO Trade Union Action For Development (Syndicat ACTIONS) 
14.  CÔTE D'IVOIRE Union of Professional Truck Drivers of West Africa in Côte d'Ivoire  

 (UCRPPLAO-CI) 
15.  COLOMBIA  National Amalgamated Transport and Logistics Workers’ Union of 

Colombia 
(SNTT) 

16.  DENMARK United Federation of Workers in Denmark (3F) 
17.  DOMINICA Dominica Public Service Union (DPSU) 
18.  EGYPT General Independent Trade Union of Public Transport Authority 

and Great Cairo Bus Network (GTUPT) 
19.  FRANCE Force Ouvrière National Transport and Logistics Federation (FO 

Transports et Logistique)  
20.  FRANCE CGT National Federation of Transport Unions (FNST CGT) 
21.  GHANA General Transport, Petroleum & Chemical Workers' Union of TUC 

(GTPCWU-TUC) 
22.  GUINEA-

BISSAU 
National Union of Public, Private and Amalgamated Drivers and 
Moped Riders (SIMAPPA) 

23.  INDIA All India Railwaymen's Federation (AIRF) 
24.  INDIA Shree Kutch General Mazdoor Sangh (SKGMS) 
25.  INDIA Shivsangram Taxi and Rickshaw Union (STRU) 
26.  INDIA Rashtriya Mazdoor Sangh (RMS) 
27.  IRAQ Federation of Oil Unions in Iraq (IFOU) 
28.  ITALY Italian Federation of Transport Workers (FILT-CGIL) 
29.  ITALY Italian Transport Federation - CISL 
30.  ITALY UILTRASPORTI (UILT) 
31.  JAPAN All-Japan Federation of Transport Workers' Unions (UNYU 

ROREN) 
32.  JAPAN Japan Federation of Transport Workers' Unions JFT (KOTSU-

ROREN)  
33.  JAPAN Seino Transportation Workers’ Union, Japan 
34.  KENYA Transport Workers Union Kenya (TAWU) 
35.  KENYA Kenya Long Distance Truck Drivers & Allied Workers Union 
36.  KENYA Matatu Workers Union (MWU) 
37.  KENYA Kenya Hotels and Allied Workers’ Union (KHAWU) 
38.  KOREA S. Korean Public Service and Transport Workers' Union (KPTU) 
39.  KUWAIT Workers Union in the Ministry of Transportation (WUMT) 
40.  NEPAL Nepal Transport Labour Association (Nepal Yatayat Mazdoor 

Sangh) (NETWON) 
41.  NEW ZEALAND First Union (Inc) (FIRST UNION) 
42.  PANAMA National Aviation, Logistics and Amalgamated Workers' Union of 

the Republic of Panama (SIELAS) 
43.  PANAMA Captains' and Deck Officers' Union (UCOC) 
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44.  PAKISTAN All Pakistan Civil Transport Workers' Union (APCTWU) 
45.  PALESTINE General Union for Transport Workers (GUTW) 
46.  PALESTINE Palestine Bus Drivers General Union (PBDGU) 
47.  SOUTH 

AFRICA 
National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa (NUMSA) 

48.  SWAZILAND Swaziland Transport Communication and Allied Workers Union 
(SWATCAWU) 

49.  SWEDEN Swedish Transport Workers' Union (STF) 
50.  SWITZERLAND UNIA 
51.  SENEGAL UDTS Transport Federation (FT/UDTS) 
52.  SPAIN CCOO Citizenship Services Federation (FSC-CCOO) 
53.  SPAIN General Workers' Union State Federation of Services, Mobility & 

Consumption (FeSMC-UGT) 
54.  TANZANIA Communication & Transport Workers' Union of Tanzanian 

(COTWU - T) 
55.  TOGO Lomé Independent Port Workers' Union (SYNTRAPAL)  
56.  TOGO Union des Routiers du Togo (URT) 
57.  TOGO Shipping, Aviation and Transit Company Workers' Union of Togo 

(STRANAVITTO) 
58.  TURKEY All Transport Workers' Union of Turkiye (TUMTIS) 
59.  TURKEY Trade Union of Revolutionary Land Transportation Workers of 

Turkiye  (NAKLİYAT-İŞ) 
60.  UGANDA Amalgamated Transport and General Workers' Union (ATGWU) 
61.  UK Unite The Union (UNITE) 
62.  UK GMB (GMB) 
63.  UK Communication Workers Union (CWU) 
64.  USA Transport Workers' Union of America (TWU) 
65.  USA International Brotherhood of the Teamsters (IBT) 

 

  

 


